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Internet edition of this issue is
available at www.compassindia.com

I am happy to present you
the 4th issue of
‘COMpaper’, which  is
also the last issue of
current term (2006-07).

Ever since the PC revolution, a
common query in the minds of
personal computer (PC) buyers in
India has been: Which is better? An
assembled machine or a branded
one.

The Indian PC market crossed 5
million units last year. A growth of
25 per cent year-on-year in unit
shipments over the previous year.

'White box' PCs are expected to
retain a big share of PC sales, even
as brand name prices drop.
According to IDC, a markets analyst
firm, the share of assembled desktops,
also known as ‘white box’, shipments
has declined from 41 per cent in the
third quarter of calendar year (CY)
2005 to 32.7 per cent in the first
quarter of CY 2007.

However, the dip in the numbers has
to be co-related to the fact that the
desktop PC market has had a flat
growth for two years.

We shall be happy to receive your
suggestions and contributions for
the forthcoming issues of the
‘COMpaper’ thus making it more
informative and rich in content.

I am thankful to all Executive
Committee members & Editorial
board members for their support in
bringing out COMpaper’s  issues  in
the year 2006-07 and also extend
special thanks to all the advertisers.

Yours sincerely,

COMPUTER ASSOCIATION OF EASTERN INDIA
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Manoj Jain
manoj@destinyinfotek.com

Despite the rupee's appreciation against the dollar affecting the Indian IT sector, National Association
of Software & Services Companies (NASSCOM) on Thursday said that it was confident that the
IT industry of the country would achieve the revenue of $50 billion in the 2007-08.
"We are quite confident that the IT software and services will achieve the target of $50 billion
by the end of this fiscal, even as the dollar depreciation has some negative impact on the industry,"
NASSCOM, Chairman, Lakshmi Narayanan, told reporters here Thursday at IT conclave.
Last year, the industry clocked a revenue of about $40 billion with a growth rate of 30 per cent.
"In this year, the growth is expected to stay between 26-27 per cent," he said.
                                                                                                        Nasscom  Bangalore August 6, 2007

IT SECTOR WILL ACHIEVE $50 BN. REVENUE IN 2007-08
NASSCOM

The appreciation of rupee as against the dollar does not augur well for the growth of IT and ITES
industry, which was engaged in a dialogue with the government to partially offset the impact
through setting up more IT export clusters, Nasscom said.
Rupee has risen about nine per cent against the US dollar since January 1 this year. "The industry
cannot take it, it is not good for the future growth of the industry", Nasscom President Kiran
Karnik said, while referring to the huge appreciation in the rupee over the last few months.
Speaking during the inaugural session of Nasscom India ITES-BPO strategy summit 2007, he
said efforts were on to engage the government on the issue.
"But it has not been easy to get the government to see their (IT exporters) point of view," he said,
adding that while some understood the implications, others did not see the process as one that
was "inevitable" and as a strategy to control inflation.
Expressing concern over the continued appreciation of the rupee against the US dollar, Nasscom
president Kiran Karnik urged the government to extend the STPI (Software Technology Parks
of India ) scheme for a few more years to partially offset the losses. "We are witnessing a huge
rupee appreciation?8-9% in the last few months. This is not good for the growth of the IT industry.
We have been engaging the government on this?We had not had it easy. At least, the government
can partially offset the losses faced by the BPO firms by extending the STPI scheme," Karnik
told the Nasscom ITES-BPO Summit 2007. The STPI scheme, offering tax incentives, will expire
in 2009. "Some people in the government believe that rupee appreciation is inevitable and IT
industry has to absorb it. There are some who think intervention is necessary. We are trying to
convince the government on the need to hold the currency steady," he added.He contended that
SEZs were no replacement for the STPI scheme. "Some big players will definitely set up SEZs.
What about the small players? They cannot go into some tertiary city and set up operations.
                                                                                                                    Source:Business standard.com

Rupee rise not good for IT industry : Nasscom

The total electronic equipment production in India will reach $32 billion in 2011, compared to
$14 billion in 2006, a CAGR of 18 percent, according to Gartner Inc. Semiconductor consumption
in India will more than double from $2.8 billion in 2006 to $7.2 billion in 2011. The growth in
electronic equipment production is being bolstered by the rapidly growing demand for electronics
equipments in India

Electronics Production in India to Reach $ 32B

NOTEBOOK CONSUMPTION DRIVES THE IT MARKET
The Manufacturer's Association for Information Technology (MAIT) announced the
findings of its Industry Performance Review for fiscal 2006-07.

According to the review, the total PC sales between April 2006 and March 2007,
with desktop computer and notebooks taken together, were 6.34 million (63.4

lakh) units, registering a growth of 26 percent over the previous year. The
buoyant mood in IT consumption was led by the significant growth in notebook
sales, which grew by 97 percent, while purchases of desktop units grew by

19 percent. PC sales are projected to touch 8 million units in the next fiscal year.

Send your suggestions, contributions and comments
to compaper@compass.co.in
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HP inaugurated the HP Business Solutions Center in Chennai in partnership with Precision Infomatic. This is the first of its kind center
in India for enterprise and emerging businesses.
This will allow customers to have an experience of the latest HP Products & Solutions to cater to their business needs specific to the
vertical they operate in.
The new HP Business Solutions Center will showcase HP's latest product portfolio - Integrity Server, Storage, Thin Clients, Commercial
desktops and notebooks, Workstations, Commercial Printers & HP genuine accessories, catering to enterprise and mid-market businesses.
Customers will have the advantage of walking into HP Business Solutions Center and witness live demonstrations of software application
on HP hardware customized to their business requirements. This will help in giving them an experience of the overall IT Infrastructure
that they are looking at deploying in their organization.

Hp inaugurates Business solutions center

Lenovo and Disney Consumer Products unveiled a new Lenovo 3000H limited edition Power Rangers Mystic Force themed desktop.
Targeted at children, the limited edition desktop features the valiant superheroes of the Mystic Force series.

Lenovo introduces disney signature desktop

Acer will be setting up 300 more acer exclusive malls
Acer India is targeting revenues worth Rs. 1100 crore in the fiscal year 2007-2008. The vendor registered revenues worth Rs. 869 crore
last year. In order to achieve the set target, Acer will be enhancing penetration in retail and upcountry markets.

GM-Sales and Marketing, Acer India, S. Rajendran said, "This year we are getting aggressive and are targeting Rs. 1100 crore worth
revenues. As part of this plan, we will be increasing our authorized service partners? presence from 175 cities to 300 cities by the year-
end. Also, we are planning retail expansion in B and C class towns, as a result Acer will be setting up 300 more Acer exclusive malls and
multi-branded IT specialty stores in these regions." Acer has partnered with five large retail partners that include Croma, e-zone, Jumbo
Electronics, Metro, and Hyper city.  The vendor currently has 250 Acer retail points and 3000 reseller base all across the country and follows
indirect business model. It also plans to increase its reseller base to another 300 in the upcountry regions.

Microsoft India has announced the availability of its Dynamics Suite of Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) applications as a subscription
service which will allow businesses to use these solutions without the need to install it within the company’s own premise.
This model will increase the affordability of ERP solutions by eliminating upfront capital expenditure and also eliminating the need for
in-house IT resources and additional infrastructure. Customer will have to pay on a per user per month basis. Microsoft believes that this
new offering will allow a much larger set of SMBs in India to adopt and benefit from ERP services.
The ERP application will be hosted by a Microsoft Channel Partner and can be accessed by companies through multiple access modes
such as VPN and Internet.

Microsoft introduces subscription based erp

Samsung launches new Home Theatre Systems
Samsung has announced the launch of a series of high tech, lifestyle oriented Home Theatre systems in the Indian market, redefining the
concept of personal entertainment. The new range of stylish, award winning home theatres with cutting-edge technologies HT-X250, HT-
X30, HT-TX25 and HT-Q20, have been launched in the Indian market in the price range between Rs.10,990/- to Rs.29,000/-. The highlight
of the new Home Theatre range is the HT-X250 model that is differentiated as much on account of its ultra stylish design as its superior
features like Wireless Ready Rear Channel System, Dual layout and USB Host playback. It allows a user to enjoy various media files
such as pictures, movies and songs saved in an MP3 player, digital camera or USB memory by connecting the storage device to the USB
port of the home theatre.

Logitech has announced the launch of its high gloss finished Logitech Z-4 Speakers. The new 2.1 Logitech Z-4 speakers offer
premium sound and a modern design that complements any desktop. Each satellite features a sleek new satellite design with three

drivers, providing a rich, full-audio experience. The speakers also include Logitech's patented pressure driver subwoofer technology, which
delivers powerful, distortion-free bass. The convenient wired remote control includes a headphone jack, auxiliary input, volume, subwoofer,
and power controls. The remote has a convenient input for MP3 players, CD players or other portable audio devices. Setup is easy with
color-coded audio cables.

Logitech launches its premium Z-4 Speakers

Shree Sagarmatha Distributors Pvt. Ltd. owner of the brand "TECH-COM" having wide range of PC peripherals has completed one year
of operation in Kolkata and now opened its branch in Patna, Mr. Sunil Kanoi, Kolkata Branch Manager said.

Sagarmatha opens branch in Patna.
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Infrastructure - Saltlec(IT Hub), Kolkata
· SDF Building - 2,60,000 sq.ft.
· STP-II Building - 70,000 sq.ft.
· Webel Bhavan - 40,000 sq.ft.
· Infinity Tower I & II - 2,80,000 sq.ft.
· Bengal Intelligent Parks - 2,50,000 sq.ft.
· Millennium Tower - 3,00,000 sq.ft.

Webel have allotted around 170 acres of land to different entrepreneurs including IT/ITES Companies and infrastructure developers in
Sector - V, Salt Lake.

West Bengal offers land, housing rentals and apartments with quality civic amenities,
facilities and neighbourhood communities at extremely competitive prices.

Low Cost of Living in Kolkata.....

Wire-free Internet connectivity in the city may receive a boost this week, three months after Pune went completely wireless.
Representatives of Denmark-based Wireless Innovation Platform (WIP) Labs will call on the information technology (IT) minister to
finalise plans of increasing wireless Internet coverage in Calcutta.
"It is certain that the wireless connectivity project will go ahead," said an IT department official.
The advantage of a wireless network is that it allows anyone with a Wi-fi or WiMAX-enabled laptop, mobile phone or personal digital
assistant (PDA) to access Internet on the move. The metros have 'hotspots', usually places of business interest, hotels and airport lounges,
where wireless Internet access is possible.
WIP Labs will also set up India's first centre for developing fourth generation (4G) telecommunication products in the city by investing
Rs 200 crore. "Allocation of a 20-acre plot will be discussed. It was initially decided that the plot would be opposite Vedic Village, 10
km from the airport. But the location has changed. The details of a joint venture company, in which the state government will have a stake,
will be worked out," said the official.
Webel, the nodal IT agency in the state, has provided a document to WIP Labs on the structure of the project.
"Wireless networks are here to stay. There are significant merits in cities taking up wireless connectivity projects," Kiran Karnik of Nasscom
had stressed.

Boost for wireless Net

Kolkata is on the BPO radar of multi-national companies and is most likely to become a secondary delivery location, according to Webel
India, and international BPO consultants.
Kolkata offers a unique and lucrative mix of access to qualified talent pool, a well balanced power infrastructure, road and air connectivity,
a relatively lower cost of running business, and upcoming government incentives.
Leaders in the BPO business in the country are Bangalore, Delhi-NCR, Mumbai, Hyderabad and Pune.
The east is fast coming up as a challenger to these already established destinations with Bhubaneshwar and Kolkata catching up in the
race to gain more BPO companies, said Vinu B Kartha, principal, Tholons Consultants.
NASSCOM-Gartner ranks Kolkata's power availability and quality to be the best in the country.

EAST TO CASH IN ON BPO BOOM

The country's biggest realtor Jones Lang LaSalle Meghraj is planning to create the state's largest IT hub in and around the city. An extensive
project report has been prepared by Jones Lang LaSalle which is under review and an appropriate location is being worked out by the
State Government.

A giant screen, a burger chain, a hypermarket and a shop stop is an all-in-one retail revolution coming this summer to Kolkata The facility
will host Calcutta's first IMAX screen, first MacDonald's Drive-Thru, first Spencer's hypermarket and third Westside. The project spreads
across 710,000 sq.ft. and is supported by Calcutta's first multi-level car park for 1200 vehicles, beside the 350,000 sq. ft. retail zone with
entertainment, fine dining and banqueting options and 125,000 sq.ft. of IT block.

Country's biggest realtor for city presence

All-in-one retail revolution

DESTINATION WEST BENGAL
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More and more often I am hearing stories of people who have had their accounts hacked. They have had money stolen, lost sleep, spent
hours setting up new accounts, or had their credit ruined. Don't let this happen to you.
Are you making these dangerous mistakes?
Mistake # 1: Using the same password for all your accounts.
Please don't do this. Use different passwords for every email account, and definitely use unique passwords for shopping websites where
you'd enter your credit card.
Mistake # 2 : Short passwords
The risk of someone guessing your password is increasingly difficult the more characters are in it. So, go for the gusto and make your
passwords long.
Mistake # 3 : BradPitt, Charlie, Sarah, Princess, Barbie, Gandolf -- Did I guess it yet?
Do not use kids' names, pet's name, nicknames, names from characters in books or movies or celebrity names. Even if I didn't guess it in
my list, someone who knows you could.
Mistake # 4 : Easy to remember English words
Easy to remember is also easy to guess. Passwords should not contain English words found in a dictionary. Non-English words or any
words in any dictionary are a high risk as well. And, for goodness sakes, if your password is "password" or "test" then it's a wonder you
haven't been hacked yet!
Mistake # 5 : Numbers are no-no's.
Seriously, stay away from birthdays, anniversaries, addresses, social security numbers or telephone numbers. They are all too easy to
guess.
Choose random passwords for banking sites like PayPal. Combine letters (both uppercase and lowercase) and numbers.
If all of this sounds too hard to remember, then consider using a Password program. Most of the good password programs will not only
store your passwords on your computer, but they'll generate completely random passwords when you need one.
Here are a few to try.
www.fgroupsoft.com/Traysafe/ passwordsafe.sourceforge.net/ www.treepad.com/treepadsafe/
It's never a good time to find out that someone has stolen money from you -- or locked you out of your own email account. It's a waste
of your time and money. Please protect yourself.

Nicole Dean

Are you making yourself a target for fraud?

Its just a matter of time before you experience a hard drive problem. Are you prepared to loose your data? If your hard drive
crashed right now do you have an action plan to follow ?adhere to it, your valuable data will adhere to you!
Most people only think of backing up their data after they experience a problem. Don't set yourself up for a data loss
disaster.
Your data integrity action plan should consist of the following:
will back up
3) What back up procedure you will use
How often you back up your data can only be determined by how important you feel it is. Answer this question "If my hard drive crashed
right now, I would be alright if I had the data from at least (time) ago". Of course you would want everything but if you could have the
data from 1 month, or 6 months ago would that be sufficient? Whatever time is sufficient mark it on your calendar both a hard copy and
set up a meeting on your PC to remind you.
You change your smoke detector batteries when you turn your clock back and when you turn it ahead right? Well back up your data then
too. If you don't change your clocks then pick some holidays or special dates that happen close to the timeframe you want to back up your
data so you won't forget. What data you back up depends on how you use your PC. Some of the key directories, if you are using Windows,
are the My Documents, Favorites and Desktop directories.
Remember if you are using multiple profiles on your PC then the three directories above can be different for each profile and each one
would need to be backed up. You will also want to include your email data. Don't forget to write down the email accounts you have. You
should also write down any username and passwords so they are not lost. You should look at every directory to see if it has information
that you would need.
Make a list of all the software programs you are using. If you have the physical CDs put them all together in a safe location. Don't forget
the CDs for your peripherals like your scanner, digital camera, PDA etc... Collecting these CDs may remind you of additional data that
you need to back up. If you are running software that you installed from downloaded files, burn them to a CD-R and add it to your
collection. If you use a CD-R or DVD-R you can update it as you download and install new applications.
What procedure you use to back up your data can be determined by the amount of data you want to back up. Your data might fit onto a
CD or DVD in which case you just need to burn it and you're done. If it spans multiple DVDs then you might want to consider getting a
second hard drive to copy your data onto. If you are not comfortable with adding a second internal hard drive or you are using a laptop
then you can purchase an external hard drive to back up your data.

Are You Prepared for a Hard Drive Crash?
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Laptop vs. desktop: depending on your lifestyle, the choice of desktop or laptop can be a difficult
one. With some information, this decision can be easier.

In this fast-changing technological world, sometimes you are faced with some difficult choices. For instance, your current computer has
matured to the ripe old age of six months and has been deemed obsolete. Now it's time to purchase a new computer and the question is,
"Should I buy a laptop or a desktop?" But just because laptops are the new craze, it does not mean that you should run right out and get
one. There are benefits and drawbacks that must be weighed.

Of course, the main benefit of a laptop is the portability. This can be a huge benefit, allowing you to take your computer to and from work,
on planes, on camping trips, and practically anywhere else. Along with this benefit comes a large drawback. It is just as easy for someone
else to walk off with it as it is for you. Laptops are stolen at an alarming rate, because they are just so easy to steal. And when that computer
is stolen, not only do you lose the value of the computer, but also all of your valuable data.

Another major drawback of a laptop is that their parts are "proprietary" which means that if your laptop breaks, only the company that
made it will be able to fix it, and after the warranty expires they will be very happy to charge you an exorbitant price for that service.
While with a desktop computers, you are able to take advantage of your local computer store which will often fix it at a much more
reasonable rate.

A third drawback to the laptop craze is that in general, laptops are far more expensive than desktop systems. For the price of an average
laptop, you could purchase a much more powerful desktop. Of course, what you are paying for is the portability of a smaller design, but
is that worth it? While it can be very fun to take your computer with you on a camping trip, how often do you need to type something up
while fishing?

Now, the laptop is a very important part of the computer market, and I am not trying to dissuade people from buying them if they have
need for them, but I have just seen far too many people dissatisfied with their laptops and wishing that they had purchased a desktop.

One main example of this group of people is college students. Often first year students purchase laptops because they plan on taking their
computers to class with them and being able to do their homework anywhere on campus. The stark reality of it is that laptops get stolen
far too often at college, even right out of the dorm rooms, because they’re just so portable. To add to this, I do not know a single student
who uses their laptop in classes. While a noble ambition, no one actually carries through with this plan.

Laptops should be viewed as a purchase that should only be made when necessary. You would not purchase a car with 4-wheel drive (no
matter how fun it looked) unless you actually had use of that feature, because otherwise it wouldn’t justify the added cost. The same is
true of laptops.

Laptop vs. Desktop

Tips for using laptops in meetings

Here, then, are three suggested guidelines to ensure that laptops contribute to productive meetings rather than to distract and annoy
participants.

1.  Make sure there's a point. Few businesspeople would discount the productive oomph that computers can bring to a meeting, no matter
if they're part of a presentation or a means of recording the proceedings. But it's usually a good idea to discourage someone from using a
laptop for something other than the business at hand. "It is impossible to have a productive, interactive meeting with laptops separating
the attendees.

2.  Designate a laptop. Again, laptops can be integral to the business of a meeting. If a computer needs to be part of the proceedings,
consider putting one person in charge of computer duties.

3.  Be ready to explain why you've brought a laptop. Having a fairly liberal meetings and laptops policy doesn't preclude good manners.
If you bring your machine to a meeting, it's courteous to let the person in charge know why it's there, be it for recording purposes or access
to pertinent data. That can head off sour feelings if someone is mysteriously hunkered down over a laptop for no apparent purpose.




